NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE PARTNERS WITH NORTH COOK INTERMEDIATE SERVICE
CENTER TO EXPAND OUTREACH FOR CHARACTER INITIATIVES

January 20, 2021—North Central College’s School of Education and Health Sciences and the School of
Graduate and Professional Studies and the North Cook Intermediate Service Center recently established an
Education Alliance Partnership to expand the availability of Character Education resources for school
districts served by the North Cook Intermediate Service Center. In addition to providing a 20 percent
tuition reduction for educators enrolled in North Central’s Master of Education in Educational Leadership
and Instructional Coaching degree programs, the partnership brings considerable professional resources to
educators and administrators who are interested in the College’s Character Education Initiatives.

Commenting about the new partnership, President Troy Hammond said, “We are so pleased to be partnered
with the excellent talent of the North Cook Intermediate Service Center. Their assistance in helping to facilitate
training for our Educational Leadership candidates and in supporting the development of resources associated
with the evolving Principal Academy will enhance our Character Education Project initiatives. I am also
pleased that we will be able to introduce educators served by North Cook ISC to our Educational Leadership
and Instructional Coaching degree programs.”
North Central College is committed to inspiring well-equipped, principled and responsible leaders.
Through a 4.5-year, $3.2 million grant—the College’s largest private grant ever—North Central is
launching character initiatives designed to have a lasting impact on educators, aspiring leaders and
administrators. These initiatives focus on social, emotional and ethical competencies with an ultimate goal
of nurturing and fostering cultures of character in the school systems in which they serve.
Dr. Kevin Jauch, Executive Director of the North Cook Intermediate Service Center shared, “This
partnership combines the strengths of two premier educational organizations and is an exciting opportunity
to further the professional development and growth of educators throughout our region for the betterment of
the field and ultimately our children.”
Dr. Bruce Spitzer, Professor of Education and Chairperson, Department of Education, commented, “Joining
efforts with North Cook ISC provides a value-added benefit to our Character Initiatives and all our graduate
education programs. The professional development resources offered by NCISC will enhance our ability to
meet the needs of aspiring administrators in our programs.”
The partnership also extends the College’s ability to reach educators currently underrepresented in
administrative ranks, including those who work in underserved communities and who demonstrate a
commitment to fostering a culture of character in the school setting.
For more information about the College’s character initiatives and Master of Education in Educational
Leadership degree program, visit northcentralcollege.edu/character-initiatives.
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About North Central College
North Central College provides students with the confidence, instruction and direction they need to exceed
their personal best inside and outside of the classroom and throughout their careers. Founded in 1861, and
located just 28 miles west of Chicago in the Historic District of Naperville, Ill.—named among the nation’s
“Best Places to Live” by Money magazine—North Central is home to nearly 3,000 students and offers more
than 70 undergraduate majors, 60 additional undergraduate minors and concentrations, and 13 graduate degree
programs. Visit northcentralcollege.edu to discover why U.S. News & World Report has named North Central a
“Best in the Midwest” school for 27 years in a row and to learn more about the College’s state-of-the-art
facilities and distinctive programs, particularly in the sciences and business
About North Cook Intermediate Service Center
North Cook ISC was designated by the Illinois Legislature in 2010 to serve as the Regional Office of
Education (ROE) for northern Cook County Illinois as ROE #5. As the local ROE, North Cook offers
Professional Development for Administrators and Teachers, as well as services in Teacher Licensure, Facility
Improvements – Permitting, Facility Safety/Health Life Safety, Bus Driver Training, Truancy and
McKinney-Vento support, Regional Safe Schools, and ISBE Compliance Visits. North Cook ISC serves 39
school districts -- 7 high school and 32 elementary districts -- as well as three special education co-ops in our
region.
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