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Accelerated Policy
As the new Illinois Acceleration Policy becomes embedded into the policy manuals of our
schools, Administrative Procedure continues to evolve. The two attached documents may support
districts’ procedural efforts.  
 
Developing Academic Acceleration Polices: Whole Grade, Early Entrance and Single Subject  
was introduced at the National Association for Gifted Children Conference in November. Key
researchers on this topic created a user-friendly document complete with checklists that support
its implementation. The list of references is an excellent source for framework of the policy as
well as the administrative procedures.  
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Also of interest is an article written by North Cook ISC consultant and service provider,  
Laura Beltchenko, a columnist for the Illinois Reading Council Journal. Her article entitled
Talent, Ability, and Potential: TAPping into the Needs of Advanced and Gifted Literacy Learners
provides an English Language Arts point of view of the policy and its implementation.  
 
 Contact Dr. Diane Betts at North Cook ISC at 847-803-3711 with any questions you may have for
Laura Beltchenko and she will be happy to answer them. 

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/acceleration
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2L4k0eDNcA9M2lQVFZsTGJyTTJycUllUTJMUXNPZ2ozbW1r/view?usp=sharing


North Cook ISC Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  

8:00-4:00 
 

Holiday Closings 
December 24–January 4 
~ Reopen January 7 ~

The 9th Annual ISC Scripps Spelling Bee will be hosted by The Joseph Sears School,
Kenilworth District 38 on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, with a snow date of February
12th. Registration starts at 6:00 pm; the bee begins promptly at 7:00 pm.  
 
We have 26 spellers competing –15 from our public schools, 10 from private schools
and 1 home schooled student.  We look forward to another competitive event and
wish all students success as they begin their preparation. 

Illinois Quality Framework

The Illinois Quality Framework (IQF) – formerly known as IBAM – is a comprehensive needs
assessment tool that helps a school or district identify their strengths, determine potential areas for
growth, and set priorities for action. IQF and its Supporting Rubric examines seven standards that are
the hallmarks of successful schools and districts and are proven to have system-wide impact on student
outcomes.  
 
Conducting this self-examination results in open, honest, inquiry-based conversations and sets the stage
for determining the appropriate focus for continuous improvement efforts. Use of the IL Quality
Framework and Rubric is required for schools that are designated to receive targeted or comprehensive
support through IL-Empower, but is highly recommended for any school across the State. 
 
North Cook ISC can assist your school(s) or district with conducting this collaborative self-inquiry. For
more information on IQF or other support with your school improvement efforts,  contact Dr. Diane
Betts at dbetts@ncisc.org or 847-803-3711. 



Students from the North Cook Young Adult Academy in Des Plaines were busy with 

various Community Service projects this fall when they applied their academic skills 

and knowledge to address real-life needs in their own communities. Service learning 

teaches them civic participation and develops an ethic of service to others and civic 

responsibility. 

 

The Service Learning class volunteers on Mondays at Wright Way Rescue in Morton 

Grove. Tasks include doing laundry, washing pet bowls, cleaning floors and kennels, 

with an occasional opportunity to exercise dogs in the garden area. 

 

On Wednesdays, students volunteer at the The Grove, a national historic landmark 

in Glenview. Fall projects included seed collection and processing, clearing brush 

and stacking wood. Students saw wildlife native to our area (birds, squirrels and 

white-tailed deer) while walking along the trails. 

 

In November, NCYAA students participated in an annual service project at "Feed My 

Starving Children”. They packed 154 boxes that contained 33,264 meals, enough to 

feed 91 children for a year in the Philippines. 

 

Also in November, Career and Technical Education students spent an afternoon 

volunteering at the Niles Food Pantry where they sorted and packed food for 

distribution to local recipients.  

 

Service-learning provides students with opportunities to develop civic engagement 

skills. By working with community members, students can enhance their group, 

organizational and interpersonal skills. They also gain important experience 

working with diverse members of their communities. 

 

NCYAA Students in the Community

Packing food at 
Feed My Starving Children

Collecting seeds at 
The Grove

Caring for pets at 
Wright Way Rescue


